SIXTH  REPORT 


BRADFORD  QUARTERLY 

CONFERENCE, 

OP  THE 

CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST, 


LATTER  DAY  SAINTS, 

HELD  AT  THE  ODD-FELLOWS’  HALL,  THORNTON  ROAD,  BRADFORD . 

AUGUST  7™  AND  8™,  1852. 


bra6ford ! 

A.  O’LEARY,  PRINTER,  QUEENSGATE  & HUSTLEEGATE, 


1 


UPB 


REPORT. 


On  Saturday  Eveniag,  the  7lh  of  August,  1852,  the  meeting  being 
opened  by  singing  and  prayer  by  Elder  Menzies,  the  office-bearers  of 
the  Rradford  Conference  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day 
Saints,  met  in  Council  in  their  Room,  Butterworth's  Buildings,  Sun 
Bridge,  Bradford,  to  axrange  the  business  necessary  to  bring  before 
the  Conference  next  day.  The  Presidents  were  called  upon  to  hand 
in  the  representations  of  their  Branches,  after  which  some  remarks 
were  made  by  Elder  William  Heaton,  respecting  his  prospects  in  the 
district  of  his  labour ; his  account  was  cheering ; he  had  baptized  one 
in  Scarborough,  and  anticipates  soon  to  add  more. 

Elder  Menzies  spoke  of  something  being  done  to  save  the  Book 
Agency,  ■which  was  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  in  a very  bad  state  : 
its  position  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  was  jn'esented  before  the 
meeting.  Elder  Clawson  then  remarked  to  the  following  <;ffect,  that 
when  ho  aot  our  last  report  he  tliought  all  was  right,  but  had  found  it 
othenvis^.  eur  Book  Agency  was  in  a seriously  embarassed  state,  and 
as  a particular  charge  was  given  to  him  regarding  such  matters,  he  was 
anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  Conference  to  have  the  matter  remedied  : 
he  made  some  very  instructive  remarks  on  vai-ious  subjects,  after  which 
the  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer,  by  Elder  Clawson. 

Sunday  Morning,  the  8th  of  August,  the  Conference  assembled  in 
tlie  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  Thoi-nton  Road.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  about  25  minutes  past  10  a.m.,  by  singing  “ Joy  to  the  World,” 
prayer  by  Elder  Moses  Clawson,  meeting  continued  by  singing  the 
hymn  on  the  66th  page,  after  which  it  was  resolved  that  hllder  Robert 
Menzies  do  preside  over  the  Conference  meeting,  also,  that  Elder 
William  Burtou  be  the  Clerk. 

Elder  Menzies  spoke  a few  words,  exhorting  them  to  diligence  in 
carrying  out  all  measures  passed  at  Conference;  not  to  be  led  by  a 
spirit  of  excitement  and  afterwards  fail  in  the  performtince  of  that  for 
which  they  had  raised  their  hands  in  covenant  before  God,  for  th<‘ 
Lord  would  not  hold  him  guiltless  who  would  do  so.  He  said  I re- 
joice to  meet  you  in  the  present  capacity,  and  anticipate  enjoying  a 
good  time.  Last  Conference  we  had  only  the  announcement  of  Elder 
Clawson’s  appointment  to  the  pastoral  care  over  us,  in  connection  witli 
others,  but  to  day,  I rejoice  to  say  we  have  himself,  and  we  wish  to 
have  the  blessing  of  his  wisdom  and  council  just  as  we  may  stand  in 
need  of  it.  I need  scarcely  to  exhort  you  to  be  united,  for  I know 
from  past  experience  that  you  will  be  so;  I do  not  wish  to  lake  up  the 
lime  by  speaking  at  present,  but  will  proceed  ai.  once  to  business, 
praying  the  richest  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon  us  whiR  met  together. 
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The  Clerk  was  then  called  upon  to  read  the  Branch  reprosentatioiis. 
as  they  are  to  be  seen  on  the  table. 

Elder  Menzies  remarked  that  before  commencing  business  pertain- 
ing to  the  future,  it  was  necessary  to  present  before  the  meeting  the 
various  authorities  of  the  Church,  for  without  confidence  in  them  we 
cannot  proceed.  Elder  Clawson  rose  and  said,  I should  like  to  l^ing 
before  you  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  for  he  came  forth  in  the  day  in 
which  he  was,  shall  I say  appointed  ? yes,  elected  to  come  and  open 
the  last  dispensation,  the  Seventh  Thousand  Yejirs,  the  day  of  rest. 
The  Apostolic  Priesthood  was  taken  away  from  the  earth  when  the 
Apostles  were  taken  away,  but  Peter,  James  and  John  came  and  re- 
stored it  to  Joseph ; I should  like  to  bear  him  before  you,  brethren,  us 
the  President  of  the  Church,  not  as  the  acting  one,  for  he  lias  stei)'d 
behind  the  vale,  but  I want  to  present  him  before  you  to  see  whether 
you  are  willing  to  sustain  Brother  Joseph  or  not  as  Prophet,  Seer,  and 
Rcvelator  of  the  Church  in  this  last  dispensation.  This  being  put,  as 
a llesolution,  was  carried  unanimously. 

Resolved — That  we  sustain  Brigham  Young  as  tho  present  Prophet, 
Seer,  and  Rcvelator  of  the  Church,  and  Heber  C.  Kimble  and  Willand 
Richards  as  Councillors. 

Resolved — That  we  sustain  the  Twelve  Apostles,  viic.'  Oi’son  Hyde, 
P.  P.  Pratt,  Orson  Pi’att,  Wilford  Woodruff,  John  Taylor,  George  A. 
Smith,  Amasa  Lyman,  Ezra  T.  Benson,  Chai'les  C.  Rich,  Lorenzo 
Snow,  Erastus  Snow,  and  Franklin  E.  Richards,  with  Orson  Hyde  as 
their  President,  and  the  Travelling  High  Elder  in  all  tlie  World 

Resolved — That  Samuel  W.  Richai-ds  be  sustained  as  President  over 
the  Churches  in  the  British  Isles,  and  Levi  Richards  as  his  Councillor. 

Resolved — That  wo  sustain  Moses  Clawson  in  his  appointment  as 
Pastor  over  this  Conference. 

Resolved — That  we  sustain  Robert  Menzies  as  Pi-csident  of  this 
Conference. 

Resolved — That  we  sustain  William  Heaton,  William  Burton,  John 
Peel,  and  Joseph  Burrows,  as  Travelling  Elders  in  this  Conference. 

The  auditing  of  the  Conference  Secretary  and  Treasurer’s  books 


were  next  laid  before  tlie  meeting  as  follows : 

Received  for  the  Temple  Fund  £18  15  .10^ 

Sent  to  Liverpool 18  4 

Leaving  a Balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  Hands  of  0 13  (5^ 

Received  for  the  Emigration  Fund 10  1 0 

Sent  to  Liverpool .5  16  2 

Leaving  a Balance  ill  the  Treasurer’s  Hmids  of  4 4 10 

Received  for  the  Conference  Fund 7 15  11^ 

J'aid  out 6 4 6 

Leaving  a Balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  Hands  of  1 11  5^ 


Bldev  Monzics,U.en  m^e  a ^ Z. 

showing  that  the  I’erapl®  ;^Zou"h  it  was  instituted  to  help  to  pay  for 
done  for  the  Conference,  altho  ^ oxpences,  than  when  it  was 

the  stock  of  Books  on  '’“Z'ZlelhnJ  wMt  tracts,  now,  he 

only  intended  to  supply  the  ' 8 speaking  about  money, 

said,^rothren  do  ^'^Z'^oitVs  work  w”hoZ  it,  so  long  as  it  is 
we  cannot  get  on  vith  the  LiO  -^vhen  once  it  ceases  to 

through  its  medium  that  Zl'Zf  Zmefto  ts  .ZrZatm-al  use,  even 
be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  ^ do  .vithout  it, 

tliat  of  ornamenting  Temples.  ^"Zio  nreach  without  Purse  or  Scrip. 

hut  says  one,  I thought  you  went  , ,ve  have  done  our 

so  we  do. -hut  we  canno  print  »>'™l®“ZmZorSchemes  without 
Kecords,  and  build  1 cmples  and  cany  n ,vhen  we  have  men 

u,  well  we  have  all  these  tliings^to  ^ZZilSlut  Zrse  or  Scrip,  it 
travelling  “"''’"f  ‘ "md  snffoj  them  aZays  to  bo  so  after  they  set  out. 

It  was  then  resolved  m as  a fest  dZ  Zl  Ihat  tho  Elders 

Sunday  in  eveiy  ^oney  saved  by  festing,  and  keep  on  ac- 

in  each  branch  collect  tne  iiioii  y j 

count  of  who  pays  and  how  much  ftey  ^ Zir  faith, 

future  who  supports  “""Z’Book  LZcy  shewing  that  according  to 
Elder  Menzios  Z v^Xwards  of  MS  short  of  being 

appearances  at  present  the  Agen  1 .j  j j Agent  said  he 

able  to  meet  tt^ZZZZble  ^ 

Z4:"e%00l!  ZmlZ  wL  inquired  into,  we  could  not  give  a 

and  Sisters,  we  read  m the  P,Zpebold  the  planetaiy  system  m all 
of  Ol’der,  and  it  is  ven^s  , y order  eveiy  one  acts  in 

its  order,  so  with  CW  W days  that  the 

tlieir  own  place.  Jlie  (jospei  ^ 

inhabitants  of  the  Barth  mi„  Earth,  The  Apostle  spealiing 

come  when  righteousness  will  c Apostles  Prophets,  Evangel- 

npon  the  order  of  the  Church,  s^'s  that  AposU^a.^h  J 
ists.  Pastors  and  Teachers  wei  „ 

also  read  that  the  ®P"yZlin^'mon  in  this  manner  now  a days,  as  tlie 

«mZs*  neaiTgone  I will  rfZT*Zy%s  Sd,  *e  pZsZood 

the  Meeting  was 

closed  by  singing  and  prayer  by  Eldei  Mei  . • 

AETEBNOON. 

Tho  Meeting  opened  a t'^Zvift  AngcB]o^Z'ZlZriy^^^  hy  Elder 
the  aand  page,  “Mortals  ft'vAe  'vitti  mge,  after  which  Elder 

5:reZ:"»ZlBtt%/eotingtliat  was  convened,  during  tho 
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interval  we  cutcroil  into  aiTiUigcnicnts  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
Book  Agency,  that  we  may  be  preserved  from  getting  into  more  debt, 
1 shall  lay  these  arrangements  before  you  for  your  approval,*  it  was 
then  I’csolved,  that  Elder  ileazies  and  John  Bastow,  assist  Brother 
Taylor  in  the  Agency,  and  that  Elder  Jose})!!  Bean  be  Treasurer  for 
the  same,  and  that  Priest  Hanson  and  Teacher  Peers,  be  ai>point^d  to 
Audit  their  books  once  a month. 

Elder  Menzies  then  said  I wish  an  account  of  stock  in  hand  always 
to  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  Bro  ; Bastow;  so  that  I may  see  how  mat- 
ters are  getting  on  at  any  moment,  1 also  wish  it  to  bo  undorsood  that 
Bro  : Taylor  will  not  be  at  liberty  to  send  for  books  to  Liverpool  until 
ho  has  taken  council  from  tliose  connected  with  him  in  the  Agency  and 
obtained  tlieir  consent. 

The  Presidents  of  branches  will  see  that  the  same  tilings  are  carried 
out  in  their  Distiicts,  that  their  books  are  Audited  once  a montli,  and 
an  account  kept  of  the  stock  in  hands,  so  that  when  I visit  them  X may 
see  how  they  are  situated,  and  in  a short  time  they  will  be  able  to  ])ay 
for  tlie  books  as  they  get  them,  you  will  also  want  a Collector  and  a 
Treasurer  for  the  various  funds,  lot  no  President  occupy  any  of  these 
places  if  possible,  but  rather  keep  a watchful  eye  over  the  whole. 

There  is  nothing  tliat  tries  men  more  than  their  money,  for  you  may 
judge  of  the  value  a man  places  on  his  religion  by  what  he  gives  to 
support  it,  some  do  not  think  it  worth  a i>enny,  and  therefore  would 
not  give  one  to  support  it,  others  consider  it  of  more  value  than  all  they 
possess,  and  oven  their  lives,  consequently  their  lives  are  devoted  to  it, 
the  Scriptures  say  where  your  treasure  is  there  will  your  heart  be  also, 
if  it  is  not  in  the  Church  then  your  heart  cannot  be,  I tlierefore  appre- 
ciate what  one  of  our  Elders  said  last  night,  that  when  we  were  Bap- 
tized into  this  Church  all  we  had  was  admitted  along  witli  us. 

There  is  not  a Latter  Day  Saint  but  what  is  interested  in  building 
up  tlie  Kingdom  of  God,  for  in  so  doing,  he  is  advancing  his  own 
interests,  seeing  he  is  one  of  his  subjects,  a Temple  is  to  be  built  to 
the  Lord,  and  it  is  our  duty  and  interest  to  go  to  work  and  do  it, 
because  we  want  to  have  a Treasure  there,  and  be  partakers  of  the 
blessings  and  annointments  to  be  obtained  in  it. 

Wo  ai’e  also  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Emigi’ation  fund, 
because  the  object  of  it  is  to  gather  out  those  who  cannot  gatlier 
themselves,  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor  to  assist  it,  if 
the  rich  were  to  gather,  what  could  they  do  without  die  artizan, 
mechanic  and  labourer,  it  is  the  custom  of  many  to  make  provision 
for  the  week  out  of  their  wages,  and  if  they  have  an}’tliing  over  they 
will  perhaps  give  a little  towai'ds  some  of  tlie  funds,  but  I would  say 
Brethren,  these  things  ai*e  of  the  first  importance,  and  ought  to  be 
attended  to  first,  we  should  say  I’ll  give  so  much  for  this,  and  so  much 
for  that,  and  take  it  off  tlie  first  end  of  the  week’s  wages  instead  of  the 
overplus  if  there  should  happen  to  be  any,  T should  here  remind  the 
Saints  that  the  Temple  Monies  for  this  Quarter  must  be  sent  in  by 
the  15th  of  next  month  at  tlie  latest. 

I wish  to  say  a word  or  two  more  about  the  Emigiiition  X’nnd,  does 
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it  interest  us,  yes  there  is  nothing  that  has  a Tendency  to  huilJ  tip 
the  Kingdom  of  God  but  what  does  so,  we  have  instituted  a fast  for 
tlie  support  of  this  Fund,  and  when  we  say  fast  we  mean  it,  we  can  see 
that  our  friends  in  the  Valley  have  set  us  an  example  in  Uiis  respect, 
as  well  as  in  many  others,  but  some  w’ill  say  they  live  much  better  than  wo 
do,  and  therefore  can  afford  to  fast  much  better,  but  this  is  a mistake, 
the  man  accustomed  to  good  living  is  the  worst  at  wanting,  the  man 
tliat  is  used  to  poor  living  and  little  of  it  can  endure  hunger  best,  let 
this  be  attended  to,  then  with  the  same  spirit  as  is  resolved  here  we 
shall  do  well. 

Elder  Heaton  then  addressed  the  Meeting,  after  which  the  choir 
sung.  “Blessed  be  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,” 

The  printing  of  the  reports  was  then  presented  before  the  conference 
for  consideration,  after  a few  remarks  from  several  of  the  Elders,  it 
Avas  resolved  that  the  Reports  be  printed  as  usual. 

Meetings  were  then  appointed  for  Monday  forenoon  and  Evening, 
in  Bradford,  after  which  Elder  Burton  addressed  the  Meeting,  the 
number  of  Office  bearers  present  was  then  taken  as  follows;  1 High 
Priest,  39  Elders,  32  Priests,  24  Teachers,  6 Deacons;  tlien  tlie 
Meeting  concluded  by  singing  the  Hymn  on  the  321  page,  prayer  by 
Elder  Menzies. 

EVENING. 

The  Meeting  was  called  to  order  shortly  after  6 p.m..  Singing  and 
Prayer  by  Elder  Menzies. 

Elder  Clawson  then  delivered  a very  interesting  discourse  upon  the 
necessity  of  Prophets,  and  continued  Revelation,  the  good  spirit  of  God 
prevailed  in  our  assemblies  throughout  the  day  the  hearts  of  tlie 
Saints  rejoiced,  and  some  of  the  enemies  of  truth  raged,  after  Singing 
and  Benediction  by  Elder  Clawson,  the  Meeting  dismissed,  having 
enjoyed  glorious  communion  with  each  other. 

NOTE. 

Since  Conference,  Elders  Clawson  and  Menzies  have  been  at 
Liveriiool,  and  after  inquiry  found  the  Agency  to  stand  thus. 


Due  to  tlie  Office  at  the  present  date 145  2 6 

Stock  on  hands  and  Debts  duo  by  Branches  to 
Brother  Taylor 97  16  0 


Leaving  Brother  Taylor  in  Debt 47  6 6 


The  following,  ai-rangements  have  been  made  for  the  pajunent  of 
this  Debt.; — 

1st.  All  monies  due  in  the  conference  for  Record  books.  Reports,  &c. 
go  towards  it.  and  must  be  sent  into  the  Treasurer,  keeping  tliem  as 
seperate  items  from  the  Stars  and  Books  that  come  from  Liverpool. 

2nd.  That  Bro;  Taylor  finds  2 Bondsmen,  and  engage  to  pay  5s. 
per  week  for  the  first  Quarter  of  a Year,  and  afterwards  increase  his 
payments,  the  Agents  will  bear  in  mind  that  no  monies  are  to  be  sent 
to  Bro:  Taylor,  but  in  the  name  of  John  Taylor,  to  the  Treasurer 
Joseph  Bean  Primrose  Place,  Manniiigham,  near  Bradford,  Yorkshire. 


oxictlwh^W  l “‘'®  Auaitcd  on, 

ae  con-ertnfi  J “ 7 'T“'’  ,*'* 

^ accounts-  depends  much  upon  it,  and  also  I will 
Meetings*’'*  “ “ “®“  business,  at  .all  our  District  Priesthood 

The  Auditing  of  the  books  must  bo  sent  into  the  Treasurer  of  the 

Am-uisfffT^  *e  1st  day  of  Januaiy,  1st  of 

Apiii,  1st  of  July  and  1st  of  Ottober.  ^ 

dwf  "'bile  ««  hold- every  branch  rcspon- 

bv  fb  J I ‘"payment  of  all  Books  sent,  yet  the  credit  privately  given 
be  counted  as  stock  or  money  in  hands,  but  he 
taally  on^lMndf  ""‘'‘‘“8  e»™tod  but  what  is  ac- 

Next  Conference  wilt  be  held  on  Sunday,  the  14th,  November. 


